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10June 1225 South Kent Race |
17dune 1335 Commodore's 3 (Ladies/Juniors a.m.) |
0 Juma RIE Ceaswain Refresher Day Juhin Gora The Witsanian Sailing £h M i
01 July 1290 Wilsonian Srand Prix & Teo.of-a-Kind

07 July 1300 ﬂm.ﬂay. Evening Race (16:25)

0B July Medway I'I:ﬂ'll'l.un wany. madwayyachiclub, com -
14duly 1055 Medway Dinghy Regatta & BEQ i

15 July 0968 i

28 July RIB Coxswain Refresher Day Jdehin Gone A
D4 Aug SRE (VHF} Radio course Juhn Gore ' \
1 Aug Jumnior Training Weak [0l 25th) B Healbar .l l
26 Aug 1355 Three Race Regatta

27 Amg 135 Pursuit Rece Tary Hunl

15 Sep RIE Caxgwain Refresher Day Jdeohn Gom

1B 8ept 1355 Commodore's d [Ladiestluniors a.m.]

22 Sepd WEC v YT Interclub Challenge Finale I

28 Sepd RIB Coxswain Refresher Day Jokn Gare . I

30 Sept Lefgh Trophy [Crews' and Singlehanded

Races a.m.) ;

14 Dt 1565  Commoders's 5 |Lediesd Juniors a.m.] .

2 et Children In Meaed Saill Tam Lambert I

280t 1325 Laying-Up Cup |sefles mca am.) BST andad

04 Mov 1025 Open Winter Berles starts
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On the cover: Stephanie Wicken convincingly beat 14 other Toppers in
iha KS5A Opening Splash, 1 come 4th ovarall, Phote Jeremy Drummond

Editorial Tony Hunt

As with all clubs, Wilscnian sees a stream of people joining and leay-
ing, but mane membars meaan batber racing, less pressura to do dutias
and more chance of mealing paople wilh whom you really click, So
once again you'll find a poster in the centrespread, suitable for putting
up on your workplace or social club noticeboard. Most paople find the
idea of going o a new ciub on their oan quite infimidating, so if you
could @dd vour contact details and provide them with a safe’” way into
the club, so much the better,

The next ssue wil be the season's round up at the and of Novembar,
s0 if you've any observations fo maka on the way the seasan's gone, or
the club i running, or indeed how your season has gone, please write
in. Any length you like, any style you like (bearing in mind it's a famiky
magazine...)

Can you let me have copy by 15th November, please?
Copy I 2, Brissendan Clase, Upnar, Rochestar, ME2 4XW
Telephone: 01634 727217

E-mail tenyhunt@waitross. com

Cr use ‘the box at the top of the stals’

WILSONIAN SAILING CLUB Hoo, Kent 01634 250318
www. wilsoniansc.org.uk

COMMODORE Colm Treadwsll D163 TI6226
colin.r.ireacwell@line one._net

SECRETARY Jo Wickan 1474 822844
jedwickin net

SAILING SECRETARY Andy Pickrell 01474 326812
andy@mathergraphics.co.uk
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MYC Easter Egg Race 2007 oyianFoswen

Abmost perlecl condillons greeted the compelitors for the 2007 Medway
Yacht Club Easter Egg Race, which was this vear cnce again haid on
Eastar Monday, Well, DK, 30 we could have done with a Bile more
wind and a faw less gusts; however, tha warm femperaiuras, glonious
sunshine and favourable tida more than made up for this.

The upwind start into the lee of Upnor Castle caused a few headaches
right &t the start, as did the large vessel that sbead through the feet on
this first beat, but once around this first mark the fleet settled down into
a long run sl the way dowm fo 23 o be followed by along beat all the
way Dack.

First to refurn to fhe Madway Club Line at the head of the 22 boats was
the RS800 of lan Parris and Nicols Smith; however it was the V3000 of
Tony Hunt, erewsd on this occasion by felow 3000 owner Peter Heyes,
who took the win, and thus ownership of the biggest Easter egg.

lan Foxwell and Hannah Packman's 28er anded up claiming second,
and Mark Heather and Doug Homer in thesr 4000 third.

Becausa of the Byht winds the Toppers had their own, slightly shorer
course ko tackle, and after a good baltl: it was Jonny Hawat that ook
the victory Fom M Benlley in second,

20 after a great afternoon's salling, and the packing awsay that resaliz,
all that remained for the competifors was the walk along the river to the
Medway YT club house for a welldesarved drink and prize giving with
eqas for all and stories a plenty to be told.

A big thank you to all concemed espeacially Stuart Bailey for all the
preparation behind the scenes, Catherine Gore and her team in the
race box, Steve Walder-Davis, John Gore, and associaled craws (sorry
1 deon't know your nemes ) in the rescue boats and Brian Lamb for keep-
ing us all im check at Willies.

9 Watod Taury Hunl & Fatar Heri 019205
F MER lan Epownil & Hannah Sackmos 0138 EE
k] L0050 Edark Hamther & Do Homer QU447
L] Neagtiniey Roper Gibbe 4.7 Ol 2848
] We'malaier J Goudie & F 01253

& RSO0 lan Pare & Hise'a Semith 1 [ el
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ice Breaker Race 2007

A Windy Start
to the Season

Twranty-riine boats wara
readied for the main
s@ason opaner, the [ce
Breaker, on 25th hMarch
b nine decided not fo
race when they falt the
full farce of the wind st
the water's edge. Of the
rast, anly ten finished
the race. The race was
won by lan FoxwelHan-
nah Packman in their
28er foliowed by Chris
Ashbyilick Smith
(RS400) and John
ShentontJonathan Os-

good (Qsprey). _ E
ma.ﬁrear winners, lan &
'Photo : Pater Horner

181 ZSar tam Foxweall Hannah Packman wrd 028057
2nd RS 400 Cheis Ashby bike Smith 852 012540
drd  Osprey Jahn Shenton Jonathan Osgood BHI (1) et T
dth  Weyfarer Bran Lemb lan YWatson 1099 012100
fth RS 200 Lucy Heathor Mt Parns 1059 3167
Bth Tasar Mz Levey Mail Lampneil 123 013559
Tih  Wartsx & Fhil Harrs Sy 04 4:08
Bih Laser Radsal Joho Plaper 1101 014337
Y Laser 8000  Jgha Tinnams Stove TiNnoms B 014819

10th  Laser EPS Fachard Mebzalfe 1013 O1;54.48
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From the Commodore  coinreamen

Despite Jane and others often referring 1o ma as a cenain Mr Meldrew,
| just canmot believa it.  Hare we are about half way through he season
and | haven't yel started salling with a vengeance. Al this rate, | may
as wall 3y the boal up and try again naxt year,

The General Committes continues in s relentiess task of ensurng the
club remamns well organized and managed, the Sailing Commiltes con-
finue to ensure we all enjoy our sailing activities and a considarable
number of individuals continue their excellent hard work in supporting
thwe Club in o many ways, | know | have meantioned this on numearous
occasions, and at msk of repeating myself, for which | make no apolo-
gies, | am just amazed at the way cenain people |ust gat on and do
things to help the Chub: thrive and progress. S0 many things get dane
behind the scenes that | feel sure we often take for granted, yet each
requires the time and effort (sometimes quite considerabie) of ded)-
cated individuals of groups working out of sight and out of mind. Exam-
ples include e emplying of the casspit, rubbish remaval, botile re-
mioval, re-slocking of fuel, gas, food and drink, maintenance and sensc-
ing of Cub boats, ganaral repairs, servicing of the alectrics and general
cleaning (including such charming places as he gents’ urinalsil), All
these things get done without moest of us even giving a secaond thowght
o when they are dong and by which fellow club member(z). | would
ke fo sincerely congratutate all of them and indeed those responsibie
for all the oiher functions not isted above,

We have now purchased the fast of our four boats under the Club Boat
Development Plan, being ancther RS Vision and another RS Fava,
Thanks to Paul Thorpe and Grahame Smith for collecting them.

O bahalf of all Club mambass | would like o congratulats yaung Tom
Lamber for the sterling work he did in securing funding from the local
council to e tune of 28,000, sufficient o cover the cost of tha bea new
boats. Tom put together and dellvered an excellent presentation, on
his owm, 1o a group of council members. Wall done and thanks 1o Tom

I am akso pleased o advise of the purchase of a thind RIE, being a
amalier 4, 5m Humber with a 40hp enging.  The Genaral Commiltee
have asked Tom Sims to name herin memary of Barbara, Thanks to
Erian Lamb ard Raoy Winnett for driving all e way 10 Humber to colact
and deliver her o the Clsb,
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We have now passed the May deadling for unused dinghy park spaces,
80 any spaces not used so far this season will now be re-allocated top
cdbwrs requiring 8 space.

You will no doubi have naticed bteo furthar devalopreents o the Clulb,
namely the instalation of new waler heaters i the changing rooms and
the new, brighter, flooring in the foyar, Thanks o Peler Hampson and
Roy Winnett respechively.

Discipne and control have onea again bissn brought 1o bsar on the
dinghy park, thanks to John and Jansl Shanlon

Wa will shortly be installing a drinks cooler (i the bar, and so should be
able to once again serve cold diinks.

Mew smoking |aws come into affect oo 1 July, ko sdaking will not be
permitiad in the Glubhouse aftor s date and notioos will be displayed
accordingly at each exit. Since muny people et on he balcony, and
given the close proxmety 1o he nlemal Clubshouse, the Cenaral Com-
mitiee have decided o ban smoking o i Dalcody as wall as in-
doors. Your understanding in (s regadd wosila b most sppraeciated.

On a recommendation by the Salling Comimiiess, b Gt hove
adopled the RYA Racing Chartar, which meiiforoes goad babimaour and
sportsmanship with 8 view o altvscting peogle, paiioulary youngsiers,
into the sport of sailing e horsaivar otmaing Mem | elleve uriner
inforrnation will pronsddd] absewisimin i 1 sl af e msgasine, sol
will say no-mare an BiE sutEe

[ swould e to ramingd awiryons il e e of hosapipen bor ihe wash-
ing down of boats wins recominended Ly he Beilng Cominitise, and
endorsed by the Ganaral Comnties, an tha st uidaistanding that it
be undadaken on the baaoh amd pol B e dighy perk | andamiand
Ihat a number of boats Biave Do Bossd owe i 0 digiy park o e-
conl wiseks, 50 | woukl ask gy o Be ol on e pobs and o
duly chsadvi s Cluks's polioy i Wi Egei

| sicoraly hope (b you oo sl adajogbog Yo mading s soason and
hopes 10 son you all ol th foaieoming Gl Cgan Dy, CGiemi Pri,
Merchwny Marathon and Mecdwary Begatin O s subijeon of e Be
(nkian, o willl fo pliviasiesc] by i AT 0408 BB will Iis v bo oo
priabing Qo cpuimlity pecedcranich SRvEs 5n bl eeiAreiotm, Gy ek G Ao el -
el versionm piosidod bl vy 10wl D Wl st isg sy 1o got
f o gty bae-sliii

Fleapiin Rib mive find 098 DIhE Wby veiay Bisii

Coliny Treadwell
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Topper & Laser Open Report vy oy winnen

Mimeiean enthusiasic Topper sadors gathered a1 Wiksonian Sailing Club
for heir open meeting on 19th May, A steady F.2-4 south-westery,
planty of sunshine and a sparkling sea gave excelent, though testing
conditions, A lapping course, one raca in fhe moming and two afier
lunchy, with b count, was e formeat,

A general recall was required in the first race but they got away clear
an the =econd atlempt. Jordon Taylor, Jonathan Hewat and Mall
Thomas ware soon m e leading pack with Stephanie Wicken chasing
beind_ On the final round Stephenie Wicken eased ahead 10 wn with
Hawat second and Tayor thard

In Race 2, Taylor sulfered a broken boom, 50 was unfortunaiely ot of
the competition. Hewat, Wicken and George Spedding shared e lead.
but & dip and 720 penalty for Wicken allowed Hewat Io win with Sped-
ding second and Wicken third,

Hewat was scan in front in Race 3 and led ail the way wilth a comiford-
able win to it the top prize; Wicken had a disappointing Tih but still
held s2oond cverall. VWhile anather second for Spedding ensured thind
prize, 8 3¢d for Peter Grassick and 4th for Thomas secured fourth and
fifth prizes respectivaly.

Despde opening entry to all rig types of Lasers this year, there was only
one Laser entry. The 20-0dd WSC Laser salors might Be to fead back
to the Sailing Commiltes why they don't sail in fhair own open meaatng.

Tl d5500  Junaan Hevwed Wiachivay ¥ ¥ 1 1 2
Inid 44304 Stephane Wicken dikcian B2 i 3 T 4
ard 45684 OGeorgs Spedang osan Nary 3 -] g I 4
4lh 45168 Feler Eaeasick Faperoourt 84 8 4 3

Sth 43085  Mak Thomas Papergun BC 4 g 4

Bh 3580 Alsander LeGasmot  Witeanan S0 & B B L]
Tih 4300 Josh Mciyw Wimbbedon Fak SC @ B E 13
Emm 45238 Finn Calger-Smidh mbledon Pars S0 13 T ] 16
B AS3ET  Thomas Weeka Wassankand SC T -] 12 il
ik A5918  dinfy Fresmman HEsE 12 w0 2
P danie  Joror Tosykor Wiast Witheing SC k] ONF  DMC =
E2h At Vlkam Bodingbon N5EC L 12 13 i
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i Cruising Secretary Wanted

To co-ordinate such as the Aylesford and Queenborough Cruises, plus
further avents gocording 1o demand.

The job entaits selecting and advertising suitable dates, times and

courses, acting as a contact person for participanis and lasing with the

Sailing Committes 1o ensure that sweh rescue bosts as may be required
g will b avaikable, 8 set of Cruising Guidetings is availabla,

| Please contact Andy Pickrell or Tony Hunt (sea ingide front cower for
defails).

Death of Former Member Alan Dutton

It is with s=dness that | report the death of Alan Duttan, cousin af aur
awin Bob.

To newar mambers Alan will not be known, but with alder members he
will be remembered a5 a longstanding member of the GP 14 fleet and
a prime mower in all the earfy construction work within the club,

Although he was involved in many projecks the one be & most assock
ated with will be e down-3iream shpway,

As prima leader his knowledgs, enthusiasm, and sheer determiration
resulted in a construction that has stood the test of time and tide, and
has been an assel 1o the club ower the vears,

Even after emigrating to Canada the (uré of our ¢lub was ever presant
o Alan, there were frequant holiday trips back to the UK to visit and of
coursa Wilsonian, and he was often sesn sporing a WG tee-shirt.

it i thersfore fitting that his family have offerad 3 memeornizl troghy in
s racoanition of his afection for WSC.

The commities have themfore accapied this kind gasture and allecated
a prize for the winning Junor in fhe Commodone's Senss

. Alan will forever be part of the camaradera thal is Wilsonian Sakling
Chub.

Brian Warwick May 2007
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Sailing Secretary's Report

Aler a promising Apnil, we've had a dire May, wealher-wise, Either oo
miuch or oo litle wind, and at the time of writing, cold] But as ever, it
has been impossible 1o predict whal will happen wntil you arre at the
chuilby, or somalimes, at the stard of the aca. Thus we've had Instancas
of hige winds abating and driflers filling m o anice F.3. So the motto
remans, come down and be preparad to sail evan when if looks un-
likzely at home,

Considering the weatier, iumouls have been good, and with a faw
exceptions - notably the Bank Holiday Monday Mini Races and the
icliowing Bank Holiday Monday Pursull Race (there's pattern thang), he
show has gona on, Stil, statisticalty, it must now get befter, end hope-
fully in time for our bigger events - the South Kent, the Grand Prix (and
iI's associaled two-of-g-kind, whose fleats will stant five minutes afer
the corresponding mass-start fleets], the Marathon and the Dinghy
Regatta. | can't stress strongly enowgh to the newsr members that
these evenls are there for all to enjoy, not just he experts, and are
usually more memorable than the common round of paints racing

Pleasae sludy Alison Williarms' article elsewhara in this issue, on the
RYA Rules Disputes procedures, and give us your feedback as 1o
whiathar yvou think they ae a good ides for the club i adopt,

Olherwise, the safling Commitice has decided to allow the use of
aternative-manuiaciurer salis for Laser 1's in raciyg, provided thay ane
no bigger than official laser salls, except in open maotings whona visi-
fors hawve a right to expect boats will comply stricthy with thair class
rules, As somecne pointed oul, however, unless you score wel, it's
unkkely anyone will prolest you. ..

You'll also see elsewhere that we're sesking 3 Crulsing Secretary o
Hganise some club criises. This job will be very much what the incum-
bent chooses o make of it. [t might e memaly suggesting timas and
dales for cruisas in comgany, of i rnighl entail detailed planning and
limsirg with the Sailing Committes 0 obtain the use of @ rescue boat for
tha day,

Also we now have the opportunity 1o poinisirophy race both days at the
wegkend now that MYC have invied us to participate fully in their Satr-
day activities, induding handicap calculations and a rophy for the bast
five results fram now Ll the and of the season, A gréat oppartunity, and
you don't nead o have too many Seiurdays free to get your score.
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The Kent Schools Sailing Assoclation ‘Opening Splash’ Regatta took
place under bright skies and In light winds which caused challenges for
the student sailors and organisers alike,

24 boats entered the regatta and were disappaintad to got no moming
rating because of the vary kght winds and the strong spring tide. Owver
lunch the wind increased sighity and two races around a friangular
SOurse wane possible.

The compedithve star of the first race saw Chioe Manin (Bough Besch)
owver the start line early in her Laser Radial so despiie her strang racing
she was not placed in the overall resulls. This iefi the fiekd In the first
race open for Callum Mokenze ([Bewl Valiey) and Paul Turndl (Bewl
Valley) to battle it out for first snd second in their standard rig Lasers. In
the Topper class Slephanie Wicken (Wilsorian) just managed to over-
come the challenge of Jonathan Hewal [(Meadway] to be first home in
this class,

Chioe Marlin was well positioned at the star of the second race and
stormed off the ine. She kept up with the standard rig Lasers and
claimead first place once allowance was made for handicaps. Callum
Mckenze and Paul Tumill were again fighling it out at the front of the
fisat and ted for second place on handicap, Again Stephanie Wicken
dominated the Topper ¢lass fieet of 15 boats (o be first home in the
class and Tourth owerall.

As the afternoon wore on the wind dropped 3gain 50 no more racng
was possible. This meant that owarall Callurm MeKenzie narrowly won
the regatta from Paul Turmhill. Jack Tumbull (Radoubi) was third in his
Sitreaker. Siephanie Wicken was first in the Toppers and fourih overall,
It was alough day for the double handars and Alec Rogars and Arman
Smith (Wiksonian) ware first double hander home in their 28er and 16th
overall,

Pos Class Sail No Helm Chub

151 Laser 181374 Callum McKenzie BewlValley 5C
Z2nd Laser 165413  Paul Turnill Beawl Valley SC
Ard Stregker 1478 Jack Turnbull Redoubt SC

4th Toppear 22418 Siephania Wicken Wilsonian SC
Sth Topper 43538 Fichard Thomas Broadsiairs
gth Topper 45500 Jonathan Hewat  Medway YC
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South Kent Race

The 007 adficon of this ewart oked 1o b in some doubl, as a hazy
start o the day with some forecasts of kass than 3moh made it appear
that we wouldn't make fround the course. But tha sun came out and
got the sea-breeze into full 3wing, so hal by the time boals reachad the
South Kent bucy [note to selft i the red one, Edf aftar a sguare beat
all the way down there, the wind was up (0 around 10 knols. This meant
planing home down the squarne run for the racier asynmetncs, enabling
them ko counter the benafit enfoved by those with symmetric spinnakers
of being able to sai siralght heme, Mot such good news for the heavier
agymmetrios, who saled a longer course with fitha to show in terms of
spead gain, Despite the 'slow’ wind direction, however, ad the fleet was
back at the club in gocd time.

1] W 0D b o Trory Hhunl Sucancem Hall 1010
nd Woylsesr 19 Brign Lamb Fablba Bl 1099
ad Woyleer B2 Jahn Goudle Sugar Rabar 1059
din  REBOD EFFi 1an Paniy Harnah Pacsman _r.e)
b Adusio Skl a1 Em e Simidh s
Bh Loser 4000 A3 Slemawi Rotterion Songs Rk s
i s s00 s Hndy Petuedl Caredvms & kiin dhisr Sl
Eh Dapy 1257 Maifin Joes Jonatan Osgood T
I Lavmaar S00RD 307 Juhn Thnams Ebrrsa Tinnarma S4E
1o S9ER 111 TimER Faul Roggon 30T
11 Laser 2000 2z fioy Winneh Eoofi Lamber o8
120 Wiack vy Wakn Emigh k% Sroom 1178
13 Laser 20 23035 iR Anlonizges Catty Evann 108
18 Wayfaner T Py Lapthom Dvarwn Burlont e
18 Laser T2 Goman Baicher 1a7E
(8- 1L T -l = 1283 Crwis Ashibiy Wi Erth Rz
1718 Hasinal 1818 Bk Dutizn Peler Sood hik )
18k Miscks pul | B Brooks: Tam Breeicg 1178
18 Ducz Lo Py Hicrma [arwiad Bhrcashan 1005
2lih  REViman T Seeun Dimin Rx:hawi Aydan tora
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Saturday Combined MYC-WSC Racing

Medway Yacht Club have invited us o Join in their Saturday racing. We
wera, of course, always wetcome informally, but for non-\Wayfarers that
mieant simply s3iling round a course without 8y CONSanuUancas.

From now on, MYC will ime each boat and give a handicap resuf, 1o
be issued with Raoy's results on Sunday. Moreover, Ihose resuits will

count In @ trophy serles, nunning from this Saturday to the end of the

season, with your five best results 1o count,

Sigming onvoll i2 at WSC, the eniry list being seni by radio to MYC, ai
which time the course will aleo ba obtaimed for yvou all. You'll find a list
of courses on the noficeboard by the bar, also the SI's and an MYC
chart which is wery familar excapt for the welcome addition of a
B.OOZE buoy {not as good as it sounds - it seems o ba just anolher
orange can ke MYA1, butin a useful position - we may well use & our-
selves at some stage).

Unlass something changes (and it may well do kster if the numbers
grow, we start with the MYC Wavarers at 1410, and most likely sail
the same course,

Adftar racing and fod the remaieder of Saturday, MYC have Kirndly nvited
us to make usa of thelr excalient bar and restawrant faciliies (wherg
you'll find & considerable number of WSC faces alreadyl). The only re-
quirement is ihet you sign yourself in (as a bona-fide visiding yachis-
rman) in the book in the MYC fover.

All in all & good opportunity for more racing and an excellent initiative
that can anly strengtiven dinghy racing on the Medway, making it mora
attractive to prospective new members of both clubs.

This inkiatve is completaly separate from the Inter-Club Challenge,
which is declded on the basks of the results of the Grand Prix, the
Marathon and the Finale on Saturday 22nd Septarmber.

RIB Coxswain Refresher Days

A reminder for all those who complain that they do nof get encuwgh prac-
tice driving the RIEs: John Gare (j.r.gore@btinternet.com or 01634
271250) is organising refresher days on 30th June, 28th July, 15th
September and 28th September.

Of course, there ane vacancies for RIE drivers and crew in the Wadnes-
day Series if you want to practics “live'. Contact Tory Hunt b0 fix & dale,
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Summer Work Party - Friday 29" June

Voluntaers are neadad to join a summer work party on Friday 20th
June, o gel the club prepared for our open events; tha Grand Prix Sun-
day 15t July, the Open Day Ssturday Tth July snd Madway Regatta 14th
& 15th July,

The main jobs will include; thoroughly cleaning all areas of the Club-
hause, tidving Dinghy Park and cuting grass, sweeping rack and trim-
ming akong edges.

The club will be open from 0900hrs
Please kat me krow f vou can atlend, email: reywinnetiE@caredires.net

Last issue's explanation of Category prizes failed to spacily that bwo
prizes ane awarded for two-man silting out boats with spinnakers - there
is ong for symmetric spinnaker users and another for asymmetrics.

So if it's another Waytarer day, don't despair you Laser 2000's - there’s
A prize for reserved for vou - provided vou can beat the RS200's1

More on Brian Ward

Brian Informs us that he's setlling inwell, has RO for his losal club
and is looking forward to buying such as a Shrimper. His phone number
is 01752 408201 if you want a chat, or ekse drop i for a cup of tes,

Junior week 21stto 25th August 2007

For more informalion contast Ann Hesther on 01322 208954

Stephanie does well in the Eric Twiname

The RYA Eric Twiname Championships wara held at Rutland SC over
the weakend 121h/13th May. The event is for 8-15 year olds and com-
petilors are sefected from aach of the RYA'S sic English Zane Squads,
Wales, Scofland and Norhern Ireland. Wilsonian's Stephanie Wicken
was one of eight Topper saliors selected o represant the Souih-East
Zone and had an excellent event finishing 2nd overall out of a total of
70 Toppars,

Wilsimia Salung Club Mageazing 29

struel the crew on what o do next. At the bottorm mark, the crew should
nimbly kap into the boat and drop the kite, idy the sheets and leap
back out on the wirz thus being In & posdion to halp the poor, ex-
hausled helmsman on the next beat,

After the Race

If all goes wed you'll be the first back so rush around packing away &s
quickly as possible so that you'ra not @round when the rescue boat
nesds dragging outl. Be surs to [eave at least one piece of clothing,
Irapeze namess is ahvays a8 good Cn®, on Some one else's boat for
BEsy racovery the folowing weak. Oh, and akvays Dlame Ihe crew whan
you realse thatl you forgot o gign off.

Finally, once home stash your gear and the spinnl in a suitably chscure
kacation 5o that it can be forgotten and will be found in a suitably damp
and smelly state ready for the folowing weeak's sailing.

Skiff sailing on the Medway. Phote David Hudsan
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more of the language learmed abowve.
Tacking

Thers i a fundamental rule of skiff salling: Mo tack ever feals ke it
works 100%., IF you've just done & tack that worked, don't worry, the
next one will be todal sh't.

Uncleat the man-shaet... i's easier left in the cleat for the beal and has
the added benefit of giving the boatl a comfortabée amount of heal. Say
"Tacking® sufficianily quistly that you can't be heard, and lesp into the
boat, pat the helm down and gel caught on the wrang side of the boom
by vour trapeze wire which failed to unhook as when you wanted # to.
Meaamyhile, the crew should be cawght about half way over the centre
case with feet tangled in the bigoest knet of ropes. .. all skiffs are much
rrore exciling with the spinni and jibs sheets fangled up. The crew
should also fail io get the jib released. When all this ks sorted, the crew
should yank the jib drum-tight on the next tack, forcing the boat to heel
enormoushy o that the cockpit scoops up 200 litres of water, and go
out an tha wire, keaving the jib folally over-powaring the rudder and the
boat going sideways. Recommended communication during tha tack
goes Bk this; Skipper - "F3%E FE%k F5%kE FS%k FE%k FE%E™ Crew -
(calmiy from the wire as the skippar sruggies in the centre of the cock-
pith - "What the hall are you deing?®. Such comments help a lot

Bearing Away at the Top Mark
This i& impossitle, Don't bother irving.
Spinnaker Work

Kite work is easy if you remember & few simple rukes. The crew shoubd,
as ever, obey the quiet orders of the Transom-Ballast regardless of
whaiher thelr srms are sbout 1o pull out of their sockets. The real magic
of course is o be performed by the skipper. When the boat siarts o
heel to starboard: steer right; heel o pon: steer kft; and down at the
front: yell somathng moemprehensible and follow a parabolc trajectory
over the cockpit and head-first through the fore-deck.

If you weare twin trapezing up-hill, you should be twinning down-hill as
well. This has the added benefit of providing a good excuss for the
amaunt of money that you can then spend aparing or buying replace-
rant bits for the baat

At the gybe, the crew should batancs the boat while not allowing the
kite to eollapse for mare than half B second, regardizss of the course
steered by the skipper. As ever, the skipper will need to continually -
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Pat Yourselves on the Back

Amang the dizcussion on e Yachks & Yachiing on-ing forum came
this posting, evidantly from someone at a club less-friendly than our
oW

I the good sailpes are prepared 1o ged invelved and Trelp mewbies than roc-
irE will thwive o svevpone & o winmer - Fgger Arrmos, mew menierr -
Jrove e cerangreninieg e

I the gead guvs shar i their own fittle cligue iren frere 15 io inceniive for
Rt repcens for SRk wlh i e Dhey T renver beat! ifogars, aad loges wonr'T wan!
ther there s ey doat ko what they ave dotng, a bil coloh 22 really. Teurn-
oufs drop aend whilsi club inembersiip rry be healvlny, examination of e fey
frdtcator, aotial rimbers racing, will present a differens plofure.

There are some very simple checks vow can do. ook at the maviber of new
members who jaired ench vear and see bow eavy are sill theve i 3 e
fiore. Af owr clith we fake on gverege 30 memberslipy in learn fo soil* eoch
vear: Chver 10 vears that's 309 people, vet cliuly membership is nowhere near
that and on averags the refention ol a new member is less than T0% vear on
vear, Ke [F 20 foin this vear, only 3 of those will renew nexi year, 2 of them
will vemere the followimg vear and e pear affer 1% dowy Lo dine,

e o we ged ovr et B0 mewebers the folfowing vear thowgl, (e retention
and drogr oned larpely poes pvotived av overall menbership levely are gener-
afly alaiic ar st aﬂ'.l'{gfr.l’ frrereaee, kil o Foak af the on the waler ancifuiry
closely and reniise how few are salilng awd that the maforin salling ore hard-
core chwl membos wivo ove beew there or some thre, ™

By comparison with most clubs, Wisondan s a friendly one, whare the
good guys do help the novices, which maybe explains wiy our furnouts
a5 a percentage of membership are much higher than the UK average.
2o carry on the good work!

hittp:fwww. sailingaccommodation.co.ukl is a good web-sie for
thosa travedling 1o open events and looking for accommodation close o
a given club. Unfortunately, the info for Wilsonian is sparse - not ideal if
we want o aflract visitors,

If you can recommend & BEEB, holel or camp-site (apart from cur caw
park, which gets full), either coniact the site direct or tell 3715,
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abong as well. He should leap nimbly out of the shoulder-deep water
over the high side of the already-heeling skiff, straight onto the wire and
pull in the jib-sheet while ... NO, LET IT GO, 1 sh%@ &%, GET T
IN! ON THE WIRE ... Make for the stari-ine, ensuring you get there in
time to create havoe for thosa foolish enough to ba early.

Skiff language

It's worth devialing for a moment 1o dlscuss language, and its use on a
skiff. All violent activity - tacking, gybing, stariing, dropping tha kita,
should be punciuated by appropriaie comment from both skipper and
crew. It should go something like this: F#Sk FSk FaSk FEsk Fask
Shé&s Frsk SnES . It must really help, because everyone saems to do
it.

Starting

The cosrect appraach for a good line start at Wilsonian is to move a
suitable distance down river taking the wind strength and tide Into con-
sideration. With 20saconds to go maks your final approach amving at
the line fully powerad up twin wirng and in clean air

A= this is rather hard to do the atemative is to arrive al the line earky
wilh about 20 seconds to go and totally lanoring the effect of the tide (if
you have been following this edvice comectly this will be egey a5 wou
ara probably just leaving the beach). Becausa you don't want to crozs
earty sunply bear away and accelerate along the line, pushing anyone in
front to the side; this will no doubt result in you hearing some language
like that described above,

The first beat

Afer the start, you should be neally placed in some really bad air. Move
wel away rom your crew and things might smell betiar. If you don't
hawve a fasier boat driving clean over the top of you, take at least 30
seconds 0 gel settied down and twinning properly - there's suma to be
SOnecns going over e top of you by then. Everyone knows you have
1o tack 1o find Glear air, so do this immedistely, then tack back in front of
& good knot of approaching boats 50 thal they all have 1o go smund
your now-statonary boal,

This & normally the point at which the helm and crew can begin the
customary skiff sailors conversation that begins with the words “1
thaught you were going 1o sign us on 7 write down the course.__* delete
as appropriale. Done progerly this conversation can be mada o last the
entire race. If you find conversation slacking it can be re-stimulated by
interspersing the normal crilicisms of tha helmicrew's ineptness with
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A Beginner's Guide to Skiff Sailing on the Medway

(Unashamedly robised from the B Class Assoclation of Mew Tealand and adaplied
for sailing on the River Medway by lan Foxweld

The most impodant thing o rermember is 1© allow No mode than 25 min-
utes between amiving at the club and the siarting gun. This keeps
themgs interesting and adds (o the general excitement of racing fast
boats. Bring absolutely no ook, as these are much more conveniently
borrowed from otfer club members.

Preparation for skiff sailing

The advantage of arfiving just in time is mmediately apparent when you
rig the spinni, as when you nead o borrow @ mll of tape your fellow
COImpatitors will be Just off heading for the waker and thus thelr tools ars
unguarded and avaitable in a bucket, under fhair boal cover, However
feolsd the fib first and take s good crack Jusi under the right eve-brow
froaim the flailing jib clew while you thraead both jib sheets around the
same side of tha mast, Ensura thal al least one kite sheet runs inside a
side stay, and thal the spinnaker halyard goes up the wiong side of the
jib, Thesa are & things that are easily sorted oul by the crew once
alfiost

Jump into your wat-suil, which should either be;

a) Urmarashead, wet and clammy from last week, smelling e the cat's
b in it or

f2) Meathy washed and dried se that you spend 10 minutes hopping
about on one leg nving o get the other leg in - whoops, thal was the
arrm e, pull it all off, try agaein

Full an your trapaze harmess and wind up the tension on the shoulder
siraps unfil wou walk ke ET. (and spaak like him o). Leave tha
centre-board securely hidden under the boat cover and head towards
e vwaliar.,

Launching a skiff

The boat shoukd be held by the crew in such a way that his royal high-
mess can step cleanly in without getting wet above the ankles. Tha crew
should then proceed out into deep waber, just 3 littke bit further than the
point at which all traction with the beach is lost. The skipper can then
fake his time to slot on the rudder, a process that will require plenty of
Instructions to be issued fo the crew on just how to hold the boat
steady. Having achieved this, you can pop the centre-board in the slot,
grab the mam-shast and depart, The crew should prefarably come

Wilsenian Sailing Club Megeane

Warm-Up Medley

& selection of Peter Horner's shots irem the Warm-Lp Senes. Therne
are 50 many good ones wa could fill 3 special edition, so expect o see
photos of people in dry-5uits In BSUES o come...

)
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RYA Racing Best Practices - Rules Dis-
putes Procedure. Should We Adopt It?

The RYA has infroduced a new best practics for ules dispules, and iis
adaption will be considerad by the Sailng Commitee al the next meel-
ing, bul we would ke your views, The RYA s ntroducing this becawss
thera is concern thal thare is reluctance for boals o raise prolests and
the rules are being more frequently distegardad. They say thal protest
Midarings arg kass comman and at iha same timsa occasions arg mane
fraquent wehen a rule has been brokan and nothing happens - no
protest, mo retirement. From my own point of view, twould provida the
opportunity o axplore any possible breach of the rules wighout perhaps
the upsel caused by the confrontation of a protest and protest baaring,
wilh the offending boal facing the severe panalty of disqualification,

Taosummarise this new best practics B infroduces (1) an Excneration
Penaily, less severe than disqualitication, and (2) an Advisory Haaring
and RYA Arbitration. One or both of thase can be adopted,

The Excneration Penalty would apply where a baal may have broken &
rube and a protest has been called, Aftar finishing the race but before a
protest hearing, the protested boat can nodify the race committes hat
she accepts an exonaration penzity, which may be a 20% scoring
penaity or loss of two places, whichever is worse. Thers ang Circum-
stances where this cannot apply — such &s when a boal causes sericus
damage or gains significant advantage. Otherwise, when the penalty
has been sccepled it cannct be revoked or removed, and the boal can-
ol be panalisad fudhar by a protest hearng if i€ is decided one is still
applicable,

If ther Advisory Haaring and RYA Arbitration are adopied these will apply
a5 follows:

The Advisory Hearing is more about exploration of the nules. This can
be used where thene i an incident that will not resull in lodging of 8
protest, A boat may, within the protest lime limit, request an Advisory
Hearing with the race office and notify any other boat invobved in the in-
cident. An advisor will hold a hearing to learn what may have happened
and will state what nule appears 12 have bean broken, and by which
boat. A bost may as a result of this accept an Exonerafion Penalty, or
refires, biut this would ba wluntary,

The RYA Arbitration s available when a protest or request for radress
is Idged. This can be requestad or offered prior to 3 protest hearing

Wilsrmiban Sai g Club Magiree

graded i fo the carbon mast, and changed the jib shesting eic, he fitted
the boat out but then never aclually sailed it. You couldn’t evan hoist the
| when | got it, the jib sheeting didn't work and it had numerous other
lithle problems. Allhough iniially | was a litile dishearened, | realised
that the boal was shll everything | wanted ina Canos, just that it would
demand some of that tinkering sooner rather than later. But then heay,
that was part of the reason for buying (L

Mext inetaiment: saifing it.

Fhoto: Paul Thorpe

25
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Sailing 245 -part1  nbylanFoxwel

| wasn't really noking for 8 Canos. I'd just sold the Blaze ard realy had
my eyes open for another one, although older, but as | wazn't having
much luck finding he right boat at the right price | thought I'd re-
evaluata my oplions.,

| gave a lot of considaration to getting a Contendar but having spent
some time single handing the Buzz decided that | realy preferred hiking
over trapezing amd when it came fo fast single-handed hiking boats for
somacne kess than Tokps, there raally isn't much to chooss from. I'd
kove a Phantom but. ..

Aryway, a5 3 boal for me the Canoe did appear 1o have a lof going for
it. It's a devalopment boat, s | get to spend |01 of lime fdding, which |
enjey. I'm within the weight range for one, and they would appear to suit
tha river {or el least Mark and Simon's resulls would suggest thal they
dal)

Caciding on one to get and actually getting one however tumed out o
be two completely differant things. Mayba | just picked a lean fime in
the market but these really wasn't anything around for a firsi-time buyer
o look at. | had tracked down a wooden boat on the soulh coast that
sounded appeating but & hadn't been measured and neithar tha owner
or ¢lass associgtion knew the builder, so if | wanted to do any events it
could have caused me some problems. However, jusl a8 | was aboul 1o
give up, David Tumer from Draycote golin touch. He had bought 245 &
couple of vears a2go and as e was row aboul 1o underlake a serous
Fireball carmpaign and was thinking of sefling his Canoe. Il was mora
than | wanted to spend bul Dave seemed prepared to haggle and the
boat had all the right bits, 50 | went to take a look.

Unfortunately on the day | picked it up was blowing force 4-5 and
chucking it down so after a good kock over the hull we retired o some-
wihele out of the wind to check the sails ete and fo hagglke. Because of
the distance involved, my impatience and Dave accepiing a silly price, |
decided 1o buy It thers and then. Bit of & mistake in some ways howgh
and its ught me a kesson.

Just because the boat had a reputable builder, was weall lled out in
good quality gear and had a acng recond # didn't mean that | was get-
ling a sailable boat. It wasn't unfil | oot it home st tha weather calm
dowm and could rig it for the first time that | realised that § hadn't been
salled in awhile. Unfortunately it would appear that when David up-

Wilecminm Smiling Cluh Mapazine | 1

where the protest is not complex. In this case an arbitrator will call a
hearing. If the arbirator decides that a boat that is a party to the hearing
has broken a rule for which an expneration penalty is available, the

party will ba invited to accept it, and if accepted thea protesting boat will
be allowed to withdraw the protest,

To see the details n full you will fmd them on the RYA websibe at

hitp:itwenw . rva. org.ukiAboutRY Afprogrammesinitiatives/racingcharier!
bestoractioes. him

Additionally a copy of the Bast Practice will ba pinnad o the Medum
Fleat notice board for vou all to read. Please let your Fleet Captain
know your views.

Aldson Williams

Photo: Peter Hormer
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Stay Out of Trouble and Sail Faster

Real fitle; 'The Racing Rules'. Let me start by gaying | am no ruies ex-
pert but | did once read the rule book from cover 1o cover over a couple
of months. Strangedy, two things came out of the exercise, the first be-
ing that there is a logic and rhyme to them, and secondly by having a
good knowledge of them meant | could anticipate events, stay out of
the carnage and gain places.

Let me =lso state that | regard the Racing Rules &8s baing devised ho
keep boats apart and nol locked in mortal comixal.

The first Racing Rule 1.1 says “A boat or competitor shall give all
possible help to any person or vessel in danger.” That o me s the
care, it is just ot about rendering assistance o a boat In distress, it
also means not ramming somebody simply because you are in the
rigiht,

Iy the: past, if you recalved assistance [t was desemad that you should
retre fram the race, but now it is accepted that a another boat, rescue
or otherwiss, helping you in a dangerous situaton, say refurning a craw
mamber that has drifted away or pulling your mast out of the mad, dees
nod render your race over; also, the helping boat, f a competitor, can
even claim redress, The idea being that people will accept help before
the situation ceteriorales.

Taking 1.1 as our guide, it would also prechude putting another boat in a
dangerous siluation by appling any afer nde. Or, if you believe an-
other boat has broken a rule it does not give veu the right to put them in
danger.

Ao rermember that the Racing Rules nead to be able fo be applied in
light and strong winds so whal may seem a little unfair in a drifter may
b @ ife saver ina Foce 8,

| would suggest a good book that explains the rules is of great vakee but
the following i a good starting point,

The ISAF Presigent, Paul Henderson, has recommendad tha follawing
highty simplified racing rules for club racing:-

1. Port keeps clear of starboard.
2 Windward boat keeps clear of leeward,
3, The bozst astern keaps clear of the boat ahead,
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Fast Handicap Report

Its only the second cry from Tony for articles for 3754 and already I'm
running out of steam. It dogen't loak good for the rast of my tenure as
class captain. Anyway, d befter get going and waflle about semething.

Will, the racing in brief. Its been windy! It started this way with the lce
Breaker wherg the miserable-looking weather kept many off the waler;
however, for those of us that ook the plunge (fteraly in many cases) it
tuned oul to be a pretty good sail, and cer@amly a good way 1o Diow
away the cobwebs|

Thirgs tock a tum for the worse the following wesk, with the racing
cancelled dus to bad weather but uncharacieristically i all brightenad
up by the tima we had the now traditional Easter Egg Race hasted by
MY¥C on the Bank Holiday Monday, One of the few days on which we've
had some lighter wind ower the last couple of months but the fast fleat
was well reprasentad and at the finish we were, quite lterally, in the
chocolafes, with Hannah and | in second in Fungus and the ever quick
pairing of Mark Haather and Doug Homer in thedr 4000 in third,

Zince then wa have had a surprsmng number of different winners [ the
various race senes that are being run, an indication perhaps of tha
chalienging condifions we have been salling in at imas, bul also of just
how competitive tha fieet is becoming. It still seems o be the normal
faces at the sharp end of the owerall leader boards, though proving that
consistency Is worth much more than just outright speed on the odd
weekend. But It all bodes well for some competitive racing aver the
coming months

I'll fmnish off by remindng everyone that the Big Three ara only weeks
away staring on the 120 July with the Grand Prix, This fraditionally ghwes
us some of the best sailing of the year with courses that are ofen per-
fect for the faster boals o streteh their legs on. This is followed by the
Marathon the week afler (or 81 least | hope il is @ Marathon unike las
years shortaned coursel) and on the 144h and 15th by the Medway Re-
gatta. All in all there is some great sailing to be had which | for one am
looking forward ko,

Havwe fun

I 29er 060 and Canoe 245

Wiksomien Sailing Cluk Mapahne
4, A boat tacking or gybing keeps clear of one that is not.

2. Avoid collisions. Racing Rules are defensive o prevent collisions not
offensive racing tectics.

6. I you gain right of way or changs course, give the other boal time to
keep clear,

7. The inside boatis) at two boat lengths from the mark & entilled to
roorm B round e mark,

8. A boat that is backing up or nol racing keeps claear,
B I vou have viclaled a rule, take a penalfy.
10. It is better to give way than to spend hours in a protes! oom

I you follow these simplified rules, you will never break a real racing
rule: but you may very occasionally be giving-way when you don't nased
L.

Re number 8 remember he & aking about fellow competitors not the
frelghters or vachis coming along our river

| hape all the above helps and | am happy 1o ghe an apinion an the
rules, buy ma a bear and | will give you bts of opinions but just because
the bloke in the bar ssemed 10 know what he was talking about don't
make it right

Brioayv Reeve

Phata: Dan Drummand
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Hiranle Hﬂat nann" Locking forsard o seaing aven rmore of you out there as the sun pops

it's head aut more frequenily o warm up the Medway. Good sailing!
The safing season s now well undarway and those

iof us wivg have managed to drag curselves away
troim ihe gardening, the decarsting and all the ofher
chores have been rewarded with some fantastic sailk-
ing. By that | mean that e wind has, as usual, bean fotally unpre-

dictable and conditions have fluctuated betwasn very ight winds and

wvary strong gusty winds. In April the weather was glorious for the whole &
ronth and i was great o be abde to sail in summer gear,

Tharks to Martin and Mike missing some of the races, | and Pater
Matihews managed 1o win the Soring points saries, Ben and Gordon
who bowght the new sails have been rewarded with improved parfor-
mance. It kas been good 1o sae Adrian, as a relatively new Miracle
sallor, tying 1o sail as often as ha can. Keith surprised us by sailing at
the end of May, the first time for quité & while and 'm sure he enjoyed it
so much that he'll be back soon.

O the social side, tha bike ride fhat Martin crgansed was enjoved by
all. Although It was a cold, murky day, we all soon warmed up. The cy-
cling frarm Recubver to Margale was easy as the coastal path was fiat
and then half of us continwed 1o Broadstairs. At Margale, while we ate
aur fish and chips we ware antertaned by litthe girls in their fainy dresses
dancing round the maypole, and by Morrs dancers.

Lastly, if
any helms ‘=,
find them- T
selvas wilh-
out @ crew,
pleasa con-
tact mie as |
hiave & kst
of people
who may
be avail-
able for
CREwWing.

M.3r22

Alison and Dave V3000 3605

I?Ih_:r[::r: Dlervic Hindson
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Medium Fleet Report

It's baen a greal star ta the vear with full sign-up sheals for the Medlum
Fleat. The wind and weather has baen extremely variatie starting the
Spring Seres with winds too strong to sail in; week 1: and then lack of
wind requiring shortening of the course: week 2. Despite this we have
had some great competition, thrills and spills, bumgs and breaks. The
lirst weak we hear Brian in his Wayfarar, broke his boom, and sacond
week, when we managed f0 finksh ahead of Tony — he said sormething
aboat a broken spinnaker halyard [Lofs of people fold me they heard it
gol 1.5mm Dyneema is, indeed, oo thin, Ed J. Sad 1o say we have now
lost Tony o fhe Fast Fieat. Sadly too, ona of cur new members had an
accldent on his first outing with us (saifing & Buzz, in the Commodora's
race] resulting in the heim dislocating his shoulder. We wish him a
speedy recovary and hope to see him sailing under better circum-
stances soomn,

There has bean tight competiion within the classes, with Nell, Brian
and Malcolm in their Phantoms battling it out, and Meil most ofien come-
ing out on top. Also the virtual fleet of Laser 20002, managed to et 5
out topether one wesk, and some close salling with Roy and Geaaff
Diave and Janice, Nik and Cathy, John and Bryan, and Andy and
Rachel, all battling it cut. Roy/Geoff coming out on top in the marning,
and Nik/Cathy tuming around their foriunes to beat off the ofhar 2000's
in the afternoon. It must have been the only week Jayne and Paul
weren't sailing!

Good 1o see the regular appearances of the Buzzes with Padar and
David slill getting to grips with theirs, and Martin and Amanda providing
some ¢lose racing with oursalvas in the Y3000, and getting some very
good resulls. We've also had plenty of Lasars out ogether with Gordon
taking first place in the flzel In the Spring series, and John Playar cod-
ing not far behind.

We hawve also sean the Kestrels, and more recently the Wayfarers bat-
thing it cul. Brianand Brkan seem to aften, but cerainly not ahwvays,
come inahead. | am also happy to say wa have managed to avold gel
tirey in Brian's way so far this year for rather, you've avoided Brian geal-
ling in your way. Ed ]

Keeping 1o Ihe style of Brian Reeve last year, we have been alming to
make tha moming courses more advenlurcus and the afternoon course
more consenvative so that you don't have too leng for lunch — of course,
things don'l adeays tum oul that way.

FAX: 01634 722326  E-Mai: prralescaveuk@yvahoo. oo uk
www. PiratesCave, co.uk

Main Agents for: Holt Dinghy Finings
Intermational Painls
Elakes Painls

West System
ard more, .,

You will find us at: 14 Northpoint Business Estate

Enterprise Close
N ; Medway City Estate
Qﬁ- .-‘1,0 near the enfrance to the Medway Tunnel
O m Mon - Sat Sam - Spm
Sun 9.30am - 1.30pm

A oL
/M E’@ Discounts for Wilsonian Members/*
T0% for cash or cheque, 5% for eredi cards
\ {* does nof include aiready discounted products)
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